Trinity College Bulletin, 1955-1956 (Report of the Dean) by Trinity College
Trinity College
Trinity College Digital Repository
Trinity College Bulletins and Catalogues
(1824-2017) Trinity Serial Publications (1824 - present)
10-1-1954
Trinity College Bulletin, 1955-1956 (Report of the
Dean)
Trinity College
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/bulletin
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Trinity Serial Publications (1824 - present) at Trinity College Digital Repository. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Trinity College Bulletins and Catalogues (1824-2017) by an authorized administrator of Trinity College Digital
Repository.
Recommended Citation
Trinity College, "Trinity College Bulletin, 1955-1956 (Report of the Dean)" (1954). Trinity College Bulletins and Catalogues
(1824-2017). 633.
https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/bulletin/633
I 
!) 
TRINITY 
COLLEGE 
BULLETIN 
Report of the Dean 
for the Academic Year 1955-56 
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT OCTOBER, 19 5 6 
Report of the Dean 
To the President of Trinity College: 
Sir: 
As Dean of the College I have the honor of submitting the fol-
.fi ing report concerning the academic year 19 5 5 - 5 6. 
What sticks in my mind most of all about the past year affects 
our curriculum and the welfare of our students and faculty only 
in an indirect way, yet its effect is strong and, I am afraid, dele-
terious for virtually all of the elements that go to make up a col-
lege. I refer to certain inadequacies of our physical plant. There 
can be no doubt that our seams are bulging. 
Back in 1936 President Ogilby wrote in his annual report: 
"But now Trinity has reached the limit of its growth in numbers 
and is almost old enough to vote. To be sure our wardrobe is not 
yet adequate. We have a stylish dinner-jacket and a good suit of 
clothes for church on Sundays that will last us many a year; but 
we need badly some more pajamas, additional tennis flannels and' 
a good outfit of sport clothes in general. When we get all these 
we shall be ready to move out into society." 
Leaving this metaphor unmixed, let us concede that we have 
acquired over the years a pretty good outfit, including the items 
that Dr. Ogilby mentioned and a good many more. We are 
twenty years older now, however, and' we have put on weight in 
some embarrassing places. The newer clothes in our wardrobe are 
comfortable and becoming, but some of the older ones will have to 
be replaced or at least go to the tailor to be let out. 
Now, it must seem to an administrator or trustee that these 
perennial outcries about the needs of an educational institution 
are destined to continue forever. And so they will, if we want real 
progress. One might not think it when reading annual reports, 
but we are not trying to imitate Sisyphus nor to keep up with the 
Joneses. Relatively speaking, we have reason to be proud of what 
has been accomplished, and I am of course aware of our current 
building program and the excellent performance of our develop-
ment off ice. 
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It is nevertheless true that I have seldom had to say "no" as 
often as was the case last year. when I was confronted far more fre-
quently than usual with justifiable and sometimes despairing pleas 
for more space. Living space for students and for younger faculty 
members, office space for faculty and for student organizations, 
lounges of all sorts and, for most people, a place to hang a hat -
all of these are in short supply, to put it mildly. 
I can remember many occasions when I have had to change 
the designated hours for a class here at Trinity in order to solve 
some problem that arose through conflicting engagements in the 
schedules of the students or of the instructor. Only in recent 
years has it been necessary to change the hours of a class so that it 
will have a classroom in which to meet. No lasting harm is done, 
I suppose, to those young men who have to study English in the 
Physics Building or Economics in the Music Room but the cumula-
tive effect of many instances of this sort where classes are deprived 
of the use of suitable maps or adequate blackboard space or proper 
audio-visual aids can and does present a serious problem. 
Despite those difficulties and others, the year 19 5 5-5 6 as 
viewed from my office and in retrospect seems to have flowed by 
with only a few minor interruptions and with practically no major 
ones. Such an untrammeled course of events is naturally the result 
of hard work performed without fanfare by many people. A 
credit line here for each person who deserves credit would necessi-
tate a reproduction of the Faculty and Administration roster as 
published in the College Catalogue. My colleagues have been 
shouldering heavy loads for so many months that I fear we some-
times take their efforts for granted. 
ENROLLMENT AND REGISTRATION IN COURSES 
The total enrollment in the undergraduate college remained 
stable when compared with preceding years, a circumstance which 
can be ascribed in no small measure to the skill of those who have 
been administering the work of the Admissions Office. The un-
dergrad·uate enrollments in September during the last five years 
have been: 
1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 
924 925 915 905 
Percentagewise the changes have been negligible. 
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1955-56 
906 
A more complete analysis of the enrollment in 1955-56, in-
cluding those in graduate studies, is given in the following table: 
Non- Non-
Trinity College Resident Resident Veteran Veteran Total · 
Freshmen 214 53 7 260 267 
Sophomores 191 48 17 222 239 
Juniors 151 55 18 188 206 
Seniors 135 59 14 180 194 
Total 691 215 56 850 906 
Evening Session 
Graduate Students 0 270 60 210 270 
Unde:fraduate 
Stu ents 0 30 4 26 30 
Total Evening Session 0 300 64 236 300 
Grand Total 691 515 120 1086 1206 
Our undergraduate students last year came from homes in 
2 S states, the District of Columbia, the Canal Zone, the Territory 
of Hawaii, and nine foreign countries. 
Geographfral Distribution of Student Body 
Alabama ...................... 1 Ohio ............................ 12 
California . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 Oregon ........................ 1 
Colorado .................... 3 Pennsylvania ................ 79 
Connectirut ............. .. . 3 5 2 Rhode Island .............. 12 
Delaware .................... 6 Tennessee ... ................. 2 
District of Columbia . . 9 Vermont ...................... 1 
Illinois ........... .. ........ .. . 59 Virginia ...................... 7 
Indiana ........................ 2 Canal Zone ................ 1 
Kansas ........................ 1 Hawaii ........................ 2 
Maryland .................... 20 
Massachusetts ..... ......... 79 
Argentina .......... .......... 1 
Austria ........................ 1 
Michigan .................... 12 
Minnesota .................... 12 
Bahamas ...................... 1 
Chile ............................ 1 
Missouri ...................... 1 Colombia .................... 1 
New Hampshire ........ 2 
New Jersey .................. 67 
New Mexico................ 1 
England ...................... 2 
Greece ........................ 1 
Mexico ........................ 1 
New York .................. 143 Philippines . .. ... . ... . ....... 1 
North Carolina............ 2 
906 
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Thus, it will be observed that about 37 per cent of our stu-
dents came from states on the Atlantic coast from New York to 
Virginia, 12 per cent came from the Middle West, while only 
10 per cent came from the New England states other than Con-
necticut, which itself produced 3 9 per cent. The Connecticut 
figure represents 21 per cent of the student body living in Greater 
Hartford and 18 per cent living in other parts of the state. 
Last year we had 691 students in residence at the College, a 
little more than three-fourths of the total student body. Of these, 
5 69 lived in the College dormitories and 122 in the fraternity 
houses. There were 215 day students, of whom 184 were unmar-
ried and living at home, 27 were married and living off campus, 
and 4 rented rooms in the city. 
A total of 410 or 45.3 % of our 906 students had been gradu-
ated from private secondary schools, whereas 496 men came to 
College from public high schools. 
"Summer attrition", as we call it, resulted in the loss of 8 8 
students who were registered at Trinity in the spring of 1955 but 
who failed to return to College in September, 1955. The reasons 
for this, as far as can be ascertained, were as follows: graduation 
requirements completed in Summer School at Trinity, 13; com-
pleted elsewhere in summer schools, 12; transfer to R. P. I. and 
Columbia University Engineering programs, 4; transfer elsewhere, 
21 ; dropped for scholastic deficiency, 19; discipline, 1 ; :finances, 5 ; 
health, 1 ; armed services, 3 ; miscellaneous or unknown, 9. 
During the academic year 19 5 5 -5 6, a total of 61 students left 
College, most of them at the end of the first or the second term. 
The reasons were: dropped for scholastic deficiency, 40; discipline, 
5 ; health, 3 ; :financial, 2; personal, 9; armed services, 1 ; unknown, 
1. The turnover in this respect was in no way unusual and must 
continue to be expected in our estimates of student enrollments 
in the future. 
Our Seniors, Juniors, and Sophomores were registered as 
majors in one or another of the various academic ~partments, 
although in the case of Sophomores such registrations do not pro-
vide reliable statistical data, since at least half of our students 
are not certain at the beginning of their Sophomore year as to 
what major subject they should choose. They prefer quite natu-
rally to experiment, and their programs are arranged in such a way 
that a student, upon becoming a Junior, can proceed in any one 
out of two or three possible fields of concentration. In any event, 
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the records show that there was relatively little change in the 
choice of major subjects last year when compared with the pre-
ceding year. History, Economics, and English continue to lead 
the field, in that order. Furthermore, the proportions and indeed 
the actual numbers of candidates for the B.A. degree and candi-
dates for the B.S. remained almost identical with those of the year 
before. 
Classification of Students by Major Subject 
1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 1955-56 
B. A. Cu"icu/a 
Classical Languages 8 6 7 6 14 
Economics 159 148 170 121 123 
Education 5 9 12 0 7 
English 64 116 107 115 101 
Fine Arts 13 11 11 14 15 
General Arts 32 
German 1 3 1 5 
Government 14 15 18 17 19 
History 104 121 119 145 130 
Interdepartmental 17 15 3 
Music 2 2 4 2 6 
Philoso(ohy 12 12 13 16 21 
Psycho ogy 7 10 17 10 9 
Romance Languages 4 9 14 14 14 
B. S. Cu"icula 
Biology 0 2 1 0 2 
Chemistry 28 27 19 12 19 
Education 3 3 0 1 2 
Engineering 33 33 32 36 40 
General Science 29 
Geology 18 16 8 10 9 
Interdepartmental 9 9 18 5 
Mathematics 29 25 19 24 25 
Physics 4 12 12 12 18 
Pre-Medical 64 69 65 62 51 
Psychology 0 3 4 3 4 
Total in B. A. Curricula 424 477 510 464 464 
Total in B. S. Curricula 208 199 169 178 175 
Freshmen 290 249 236 263 267 
Total 922 925 915 905 906 
The number of major students in a department does not 
necessarily provide an accurate index of the load carried by a given 
subject, since a student is likely to be taking only one or two 
courses in his major field along with three or four elective or re-
quired courses in other fields. The registration of the Freshmen 
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also has an effect, naturally, on the work-load of the departments. 
I append, therefore, a tabulation of the actual percentages of our 
total student body enrolled in the various subjects offered at 
Trinity College. For comparison the table indicates the corre-
sponding percentages for the four preceding years. 
Registration in Departments by Percentages 
Department or Course 
1951-52 1952-53 1953-54 1954-55 1955-56 
Air Science 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Classics 
Classical Civilization 
Greek 
Latin 
Economics 
Education 
Engineering 
English 
Fine Arts 
Geology 
German 
Government 
History 
Linguistics 
Mathematics 
Music 
Philosophy 
Physics 
Psychology 
Reading Course 
Religion 
Romance Languages 
French 
Italian 
Spanish 
Russian 
11.4 
3.2 
4.1 
2.7 
1.8 
0.4 
0.5 
8.3 
0.8 
2.2 
12.8 
3.9 
2.8 
1.6 
2.0 
11.7 
1.1 
8.9 
2.0 
3.9 
3.5 
3.2 
0.4 
0.4 
9.1 
0.0 
100.0 
4.9 
0.3 
3.9 
8.2 
3.1 
4.6 
3.0 
8.5 
0.9 
2.3 
12.6 
4.0 
2.9 
2.7 
2.2 
12.1 
0.9 
7.9 
2.1 
4.2 
4.5 
3.3 
0.5 
0.5 
8.9 
0.1 
100.0 
1.9 
0.5 
0.6 
4.7 
0.5 
3.7 
7.1 
2.7 
4.7 
3.1 
8.7 
1.0 
2.1 
13.1 
4.2 
2.6 
3.2 
1.7 
12.5 
0.6 
7.1 
2.4 
4.7 
5.4 
3.6 
0.6 
0.9 
8.0 
1.1 
0.8 
1.2 
4.6 
0.3 
3.1 
0.0 
100.0 
4.8 
3.2 
4.2 
2.8 
8.5 
0.7 
2.5 
14.4 
4.9 
2.2 
3.0 
1.8 
13.5 
0.8 
8.4 
1.7 
4.4 
4.8 
3.5 
0.9 
1.2 
7.8 
0.0 
100.0 
1.2 
0.7 
0.9 
4.2 
0.4 
3.2 
4.0 
3.9 
4.5 
2.8 
1.7 
0.4 
0.7 
8.3 
0.7 
2.6 
13.4 
4.0 
2.7 
3.5 
1.8 
12.5 
0.9 
9.1 
1.8 
4.7 
4.4 
3.4 
1.0 
1.5 
8.5 
0.0 
100.0 
4.9 
0.4 
3.2 
For the record, my report includes a tabulation of the num-
bers of students who were registered in the various courses taught 
during the previous academic year. 
6 
Registration in Courses, 1955-56 
(Summer School figures include .Trinity students only). 
Co11rse S11mmer S,hool 
1st 2nd Christmas Trinity 
Term Term Term Term 
.Air Science 101-102 59 58 
.Air Science 201-202 66 63 
.Air Science 301-302 23 23 
.Air Science 401-402 38 (186) 40 (184) 
Biology 101-102 107 104 
Biology 201-202 29 29 
Biology 301-302 20 21 
Biology 401-402 11 11 
Biology 403 12 
Biology 406 (179) 12 (177) 
Chemistry 101-102 49 39 
Chemistry 103-104 5 62 50 
Chemistry 105-106 23 23 
Chemistry 201 22 
Chemistry 209 18 
Chemistry 210 7 
Chemistry 303 7 21 
Chemistry 304 5 
Chemistry 305-306 27 26 
Chemistry 311 6 
Chemistry 403 5 
Chemistry 404 4 
Chemistry 407-408 5 5 
Chemistry 409-410 1 1 
Chemistry 412 (225) 7 (188) 
Classical Civilization 201-202 31 34 
Classical Civilization 203 44 37 
Classical Civilization 204 (7.5) 15 (86) 
Economics 201-202 4 4 146 145 
Economics 203-204 59 58 
Economics 301-302 41 42 
Economics 303 4 12 
Economics 304 3 21 
Economics 306 21 
Economics 308 30 
Economics 309 34 
Economics 311 6 
Economics 315-316 9 9 
Economics 323 30 
Economics 401-402 48 (385) 47 (373) 
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Education 341 1 
Education 3 71 9 
Education 373 12 
Education 3 74 12 
Education 471-472 1 5 
Education 473 6 
Education 475 2 8 
Education 478 6 
Education 480 1 (27) (32) 
Engineering 131 47 
Engineering 132 35 
Engineering 227-228 16 13 
Engineering 235-236 4 4 
Engineering 321 3 
Engineering 331-332 10 9 
Engineering 333 18 
Engineering 3 34 14 
Engineering 335 6 
Engineering 337-338 8 7 
Engineering 431 13 
Engineering 432 17 
Engineering 433-434 8 (127) 8 (113) 
English 101-102 273 263 
English 201 13 
English 202 13 
English 203 13 
English 204 13 
English 205 13 
English 211-212 9 8 
English 221 32 
English 222 40 
English 231 15 
English 232 6 
English 241-242 5 6 93 89 
English 243-244 39 35 
English 245-246 46 42 
English 331 3 
English 332 3 
English 345 3 
English 353 2 6 
English 354 6 
English 361 10 
English 362 6 
English 373 8 
English 374 15 
English 381-382 5 6 28 28 
English 401 18 
English 402 10 
8 
English 405 2 
English 491 1 12 
English 492 (628) 16 (590) 
Fine Arts 101 7 109 
Fine Arts 102 7 113 
Fine Arts 201-202 4 4 18 17 
Fine Arts 205-206 10 8 
Fine Arts 207 17 
Fine Arts 208 14 
Fine Arts 209 7 
Fine Arts 210 11 
Fine Arts 211-212 6 8 
Fine Arts 301-302 4 4 
Fine Arts 303-304 5 (176) 5 (180) 
French 101-102 2 64 57 
French 111-112 4 84 80 
French 211 59 
French 212 55 
French 213 8 
French 214 8 
French 301 6 
French 302 9 
French 322 12 
French 331 6 
French 401 1 
French 402 (234) 1 (216) 
Geology 101-102 115 105 
Geology 207-208 3 3 
Geology 209 5 
Geology 211 8 
Geology 302 4 
Geology 304 1 
Geology 308 5 
Geology 402 (131) 3 (121) 
German 101-102 2 2 54 51 
German 111-112 47 49 
German 211-212 15 12 
German 233 30 
German 234 31 
German 311 9 
German 312 9 
German 331 9 
German 332 7 
German 431-432 9 (173) 7 (166) 
Government 201-202 62 62 
Government 301 9 
9 
Government 302 6 
Government 313 9 
Government 314 13 
Government 401-402 3 3 
Government 403-404 4 (87) 1 (85) 
Greek 101-102 13 
Greek 112 11 
Greek 201 8 
Greek 202 5 
Greek 301-302 1 (22) 1 (17) 
History 101-102 2 2 214 200 
History 201-202 7 6 91 86 
History 203 88 
History 204 88 
History 207 78 
History 208 75 
History 301-302 12 15 
History 305 13 
History 306 9 
History 311 18 
History 312 17 
History 313 21 
History 314 33 
History 319 7 
History 320 17 
History 323-324 3 3 5 
History 331 8 
History 332 17 
History 401 26 
History 402 4 (579) 17 (579) 
Italian 101-102 8 8 
Italian 111-112 8 (16) 8 (16) 
Latin 101-102 5 4 
Latin 111 11 
Latin 112 9 
Latin 121-122 9 8 
Latin 201-202 11 (36) 11 (32) 
Linguistics 101 36 (36) 48 (48) 
Mathematics 97 60 
Mathematics 101 18 258 117 
Mathematics 102 10 44 176 
Mathematics 201 48 
Mathematics 202 41 
Mathematics 203 10 
Mathematics 204 12 
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Mathematics 301 28 
Mathematics 302 12 
Mathematics 305 7 
Mathematics 306 5 
Mathematics 401 8 
Mathematics 404 (463) 5 (368) 
Music 101 21 22 
Music 103-104 26 22 
Music 105-106 13 14 
Music 107-108 7 5 
Music 109 7 
Music 110 11 
Music 201-202 5 6 
Music Tutorial 2 (81) 3 (83) 
Philosophy 201 7 19 16 
Philosophy 204 6 24 78 
Philosophy 205 53 
Philosophy 206 60 
Philosophy 207 28 
Philosophy 208 23 
Philosophy 303 4 14 
Philosophy 311 2 23 
Philosophy 312 22 
Philosophy 315 20 
Philosophy 316 14 
Philosophy 401 12 
Philosophy 411 8 
Philosophy 412 (201) 11 (224) 
Physics 101 12 71 
Physics 102 9 56 
Physics 121-122 88 76 
Physics 221-222 31 30 
Physics 301 11 
Physics 302 10 
Physics 307 6 
Physics 308 5 
Physics 310 1 
Physics 401 3 
Physics 404 (210) 4 {182) 
Psychology 141 9 89 45 
Psychology 252 47 
Psychology 2 54 2 41 
Psychology 255 10 
Psychology 341-342 6 6 
Psychology 354 17 
Psychology 361 3 
Psychology 365 12 
11 
Psychology 366 12 
Psychology 369 8 
Psychology 370 15 
Psychology 441 5 
Psychology 442 5 
Psychology 451 6 (153) (171) 
Reading Course 35 (35) 59 (59) 
Religion 101-102 52 58 
Religion 201 3 
Religion 202 6 
Religion 203 1 
Religion 302 (56) 24 (88) 
Spanish 101-102 5 33 33 
Spanish 111-112 5 67 62 
Spanish 211 26 
Spanish 212 25 
Spanish 213 7 
Spanish 214 13 
Spanish 321 9 
Spanish 322 7 
Spanish 401 1 (141) (142) 
Thus, we taught 160 half-courses in the Christmas Term and 
158 in the Trinity Term. Of these, 49 half-courses in the :first 
semester and 5 3 in the second semester were so large that they had 
to be divided into sections. As a result, the total numbers of sec-
tions plus undivided courses amounted to 279 and 287, respec-
tively. The average number of students in a section at Trinity 
College last term was 15 .7, a :figure which is small enough to guar-
antee that individual attention was readily available for all of our 
students and that we did not attempt to run our undergraduates 
through a mass production line. Similar testimony is home by the 
following table: 
Size of Sections 
1- 5 students 
6-10 students 
11-15 students 
16-20 students 
21-25 students 
26-30 students 
31-35 students 
36-40 students 
Re gistratwn by Sections 
Number of Sections 
Christmas Term Trinity Term 
27 34 
51 42 . 
62 69 
56 69 
63 51 
16 11 
4 9 
0 2 
279 287 
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Three courses had a registration of more than 200 students. 
Freshman English was the largest course, as usual, followed by 
Analytic Geometry and Calculus, and An Introduction to Euro-
pean History. It might be noted that the beginning courses in 
Mathematics, if combined under one title, would have been larger 
by almost a hundred students than any other course at Trinity. 
GRADES AND ACADEMIC RECORDS 
The average of the grades of the whole student body in 1955-
5 6 came to 7 5. 5, an increase over the previous year of one half of 
one percent. There is ob~iously but little cause for comment in 
this record unless it be to register surprise that the results of so 
inexact a science as grading could be so uniform over a five year 
period. We have had in that time only negligible fluctuations 
in the academic performance of Trinity students. Perhaps it is in 
order to express here an assurance that no attempt has been made 
to force our instructors to mark "on a curve". 
During the past five years the average grades of the under-
graduate student body have been: 
1951-52 
Grades in 
per cent 75.2 
1952-53 
75.8 
1953-54 
75.9 
1954-55 
75.0 
1955-56 
75.5 
The average grade for the past twenty-five years now stands 
at 75.1. 
It is more instructive to consider the distribution of grades 
when one is attempting to explain the perennial rise and fall of 
grade records. In this instance, there is some cause for satisfaction 
to be found in the increase in the number of A's and B's last year 
and the corresponding drop in D's and F's. 
June 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
Totals 
Distribution of Grades, Pasi 5 Years 
Total Grades (Actual Numbers) 
A B C D F 
431 1337 1517 811 183 
517 1392 1529 767 188 
528 1452 1563 726 173 
488 1389 1492 811 223 
506 1434 1540 770 182 
2470 7004 7641 3885 949 
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Total 
4279 
4393 
4442 
4403 
4432 
21949 
Percentage of A's, B's, C's, D's, F's 
1952 10.1 31.2 35.5 19.0 4.2 100.00% 
1953 11.7 31.7 34.8 17.5 4.3 100.00% 
1954 11.9 32.7 35.2 16.3 3.9 100.00% 
1955 11.1 31.6 33.9 18.4 5.0 100.00% 
1956 11.4 32.4 34.7 17.4 4.1 100.00% 
Average, 
5 years: 11.3 31.9 34.8 17.7 4.3 100.00% 
In greater detail, the records of the various groups of which 
the student body is comprised were: 
Resident: · 74.93 
Non-Resident: 77.47 
Upperclassmen: 76.39 
Freshmen: 73.51 
Fraternity Members: 
Independents: 
Married Students 
Single Students 
Fraternity Standings for 1955-56 
Delta Phi 79.40 
Phi Kappa Psi 79.24 
Pi Kappa Alpha 78.04 
Sigma Nu 75.91 
Alpha Delta Phi 75.81 
Alpha Chi Rho 75.80 
Theta Xi 75.71 
Psi Upsilon 74.37 
Delta Psi 73.97 
Delta Kappa Epsilon 7 3.26 
76.20 
75.04 
78.65 
75.43 
After several years of corvine superiority, the Fraternity 
Scholarship Cup has been won by the Sigma chapter of Delta Phi 
with the creditable average of 79.4. The highest grade recorded 
for a social organization at the College last year was the 80.88 
average of the Brownell Club. It is gratifying to note that the 
newest national fraternity on the campus, Phi Kappa Psi, stood 
second in the records, but it is at the same time regrettable and, 
indeed, inexcusable that three fraternities had average grades lower 
than the average for the whole student body. 
There were 107 men on the Dean's List with averages above 
85 at the end of the Christmas Term and 130 in June. The cor-
responding :figures in 1954-55 were 115 and 117. 
On the other side of the picture, there was a decrease in the 
number of students placed on probation. Whatever slight gain 
in scholarship this represented was effaced by the concomitant in-
crease in the number of students required to withdraw as a result 
of academic failure. 
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Academic Deficiencies 
1954-1955 Probation Required Withdrawal 
February 
Freshmen 51 4 
June 
U pperdassmen 31 5 
Freshmen 11 13 
Upperclassmen 5 6 
Total for Year 98 28 
1955-1956 
February 
Freshmen 34 2 
U pperdassmen 39 16 
June 
Freshmen 7 5 
U pperdassmen 10 13 
Total for Year: 90 36 
It is worth remarking that the record of the Class of 19 5 9 
was somewhat better than the average for Freshman classes in re-
cent years. 
ACADEMIC CEREMONIES 
The Committee on Academic Ceremonies supervised arrange-
ments for the following events: The Academic Convocation ses-
sion of the Trinity College Convocation in November, 1955; the 
Opening Chapel Service; the Matriculation Service; Honors Day; 
the Baccalaureate Service; and the Commencement Exercises. Pro-
fessors John A. Dando and George E. Nichols III, as Marshal and 
Assistant Marshal, were largely responsible for the effective ar-
rangements for those services in which the faculty of the College 
participated. 
The 129th Commencement of Trinity College was held on 
Sunday, June 10, 1956, at which time 238 degrees and 3 alumni 
medals were awarded. Degrees earned in course numbered 232, 
as follows: Bachelor of Arts, 144; Bachelor of Science, 49; Master 
of Arts, 3 5; Master of Science, 4. Six degrees honoris causa were 
awarded at the Commencement and fourteen at the Fall Convo-
cation, distributed as follows: Doctor of Divinity, 5; Doctor of 
Humane Letters, 4; Doctor of Laws, 9; Doctor of Letters, 1; 
Doctor of Science, 1. Thus, the total number of degrees awarded 
during the year was 252. 
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CLASS OF 1956 
During Freshman Week in September, 1952, there were 249 
members of the Class of 1956 here at Trinity College to begin their 
studies as undergraduates. Four years later, in June of 1956, only 
159 of these men remained to receive their degrees at the exercises 
held 'neath the elms. One member of the class had already been 
graduated in June, 1955. Thus, a retention of 64.3 % and a loss 
of 3 5 .7 % is indicated by the figures above. 
Undoubtedly, those percentages will change, especially in 
June, 1957, and a larger number of the original members of the 
Class of 1956 will receive degrees from Trinity College. Actually, 
seven men are completing their degree requirements in the current 
Summer School, and twenty-one others are still enrolled as candi-
dates for a degree. It is to be expected that most of them will 
make up their deficiencies before the next Commencement, al-
though some men who have been in the armed services have fallen 
two or three years behind their classmates. If all the members of 
the Class of 19 5 6 who are still in College receive degrees, the per-
centage of the class to be graduated will be 7 5 .1 % and may go 
even higher as men return to College from the armed services. 
It remains to account for 62 men who left College between 
September, 1952, and June, 1956, and who are not currently can-
didates for a degree from Trinity. The withdrawals occurred more 
or less gradually and were not bunched at the end of the Fresh-
men year. There were 9 men who withdrew after one term or 
less, and the other withdrawals were distributed as follows: i 
terms, 16; 3 terms, 7; 4 terms, 16; 5 terms, 4; 6 terms, 5 ; 7 
terms, 5. 
Various causes brought about the departure of the 62 men. 
Twenty were required to withdraw for academic failure and have 
not been readmitted. Ten members of the class enlisted in the 
armed forces and have not yet returned to Trinity. Illness forced 
four men to leave, and six withdrew for financial reasons. Eleven 
students transferred their credits to be candidates for degrees else-
where, and one of them was admitted to a medical school at the 
end of his Junior year at Trinity. Eleven other withdrawals are 
classified as "for personal reasons", such reasons having elicited 
sometimes the enthusiastic and sometimes the regretful concur-
rence of the Dean of Students. 
It will be noted furthermore that 19 3 bachelor's degrees were 
awarded at the Commencement last June, although only 159 of the 
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charter members of the Class of 19 5 6 received degrees. The class 
had thus picked up 34 men en route, 5 of whom were transfers 
from other colleges. The remaining 29 men were originally in 
other Trinity classes as follows: Class of 19 5 5, 15; Class of 19 54, 
5; Class of 1953, 4; Class of 1952, 2; Class of 1950, 1; Class of 
1944, 1; Class of 1927, 1. 
With regard to the plans of our Seniors for the future, the 
report of Mr. John F. Butler, Director of Placement, indicates that 
about a third of them will begin post-graduate study in the fall. 
About one man in eight will be in military service, and almost half 
of the class has accepted employment in business or industry. 
About two thirds of the men who are continuing their studies will 
enter professional schools of one sort or another, and Mr. Butler 
observes that "the number of our graduates going on for further 
study in the humanities is still disappointingly low". I quote fur-
ther from Mr. Butler's report: 
"The demand of business for college graduates continued to in-
crease throughout the country and Trinity was no exception. 120 
companies were scheduled for campus interviews for the Spring 
term; it was necessary to cancel 24, resulting in 96 companies who 
held 1388 individual interviews on campus. 120 seniors partici-
pated in these interviews. These companies extended 506 invita-
tions to seniors for second interviews and apparently 50% of these 
invitations were accepted. 186 offers were made to the Class of '56 
from these interviews. In addition to the companies who visited 
the campus, inquiries and correspondence were received from approxi-
mately 500 firms. In December a mailing consisting of brief re-
sumes of each senior interested in business fields was mailed to ap-
proximately 650 companies. 
"The salary range for B.A. men was $3600-$5100; B.S. $4300-
$5340. The average for B.A. offers was $4306, B.S. $4866. It was 
interesting to note that some of the large industries m_ade no differ-
ential in salary between B.A. and B.S. 
"Due to its location, the Trinity undergraduate has a good 
opportunity for part-time and summer employment. The usual 
mailings to approximately 500 employers in the local area were sent 
out in September and May. Campus job inquiries were approxi-
mately 96 and off-campus amountea to approximately 600. About 
473 undergraduates registered for part-time or summer employment 
and over 400 jobs were filled through the Placement Office. The 
off-campus wage range for the past year was $1.00-$1.75." 
FINANCIAL AID FOR STUDENTS 
In the spring of 1955 we received 281 applications for scho-
larships and we were able to make awards to 212 men. At the 
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beginning of the Trinity Term in February, 1956, 36 additional 
applications were received and 2 8 further awards were made. 
There were, undoubtedly and unfortunately, cases of deserving 
young men whom we could not help and those whom we could 
not help adequately. The pattern which has been forming in 
recent years is that we seem to have funds to give assistance in the 
way of scholarships to about three-fourths of the students who 
apply for aid and, generally, one-fourth of the student body places 
applications on file. The following figures show the financial aid 
provided by the College for our students in the academic year 
1955-1956: 
Scholarships $113,375 
Tuition Remitted 7,010 
$120,385 
Loans 11,215 
Bursary Em\i,°yment 
Office ork 4,295 
Chaxel 2,724 
Aca emic Work 12,188 
Library 3,545 
Messengers 2,120 
Union-Bookstore 1,469 
Medical Office 690 
Junior Advisers 2,280 
29,311 
Dining Hall 12,000 
Fellowships 3,500 
Prizes 1,690 
Total $178,101 
If the value of work performed in fraternity houses and the 
income received by students from part-time jobs obtained through 
the Placement Office were added to the sum for which the College 
is directly responsible, the total would come close to two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars. It should be observed that the in-
crease in the amount awarded by the College in the form of 
scholarships last year was 17% above the figure for the preceding 
year and matched almost exactly the average percentage increase 
in the tuition bill. 
CURRICULUM 
Five courses were added by the Faculty to the course of study 
of the College upon the recommendation of the Curriculum Com-
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mittee: College Algebra; Field Geology; French Seminar; Glacial 
Geology; Spanish Seminar. A course to be taught in the Graduate 
Studies Program was also approved with the title: Vector and Ten-
sor Analysis. F1ementary Physiology was made a· divisible course, 
and minor changes were consummated in the requirements for a 
concentration in Physics, Psychology, and Romance Languages. 
The most far-reaching change, however, came after months 
of discussion in meetings of the Curriculum Committee and after 
much debate on the floor of the meetings of the entire faculty. The 
point at issue was the requirement of a year of Mathematics for 
all of our Freshmen, although one of the reasons for the protracted 
discussion was the fact that many students were managing to post-
pone their work in Mathematics until they became upperclassmen. 
The need for a revamping of the requirement was urgent as a 
result of the loopholes that had opened up within it, particularly 
those which affected R.O.T.C. students. The actual changes in 
wording which served to bring about a reconstruction and tighten-
ing of the Mathematics requirement are unimportant, but what 
was important was the Faculty's decision after due and thorough 
deliberation to reaffirm its belief that a student must pass success-
fully at least a year of Mathematics and a year of work in a science 
before he can qualify for a Trinity degree. 
STUDENT AFFAIRS 
Dean Joseph C. Clarke, Dean of Students and Registrar, re-
ports as follows on student activities in the year just ended: 
"The academic year 1955-1956 was not too different from 
other years in respect to student life. The undergraduate had many 
of the same experiences his predecessor of former years went 
through. He participated in extra curricula activities with the usual 
degree of success, had his emotional ups and downs, occasionally 
blew off a bit of excess steam and found time to do some studying 
between weekends. In short, 1955-1956 was very much an average, 
healthy year from the standpoint of student affairs. 
"However, there are three areas of student life which merit 
s~ial attention. They are student government, the Junior Ad-
visers, and fraternities. 
"As you know, sincere effort has been made during the past 
few years to persuade the students to assume more responsibility in 
the conduct of their affairs with less and less control 6eing exerted 
by the Administration. Strange as it may seem, it has been rather 
difficult to get the students to realize that assumption of responsibil-
ity accompanies freedom. In my opinion, this past year was the 
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first in which student government began to thoroughly understand 
this concept. The student Senate under the capable leadership of 
Hugh Zimmerman and the Medusa were particularly effective. A 
most encouraging advance was made by the latter group in the area 
of student behavior. For the first time the Medusa acted on their 
own initiative without notification from the Dean's Office on be-
havior problems. In fact, a number of cases were investigated and 
action taken before the matter had come to my attention. This is 
most encouraging. 
"The Junior Advisory System inaugurated five years ago has 
proven itself a most valuable part of our program and has become 
well established on the Trinity Campus. We have been fortunate 
in securing an excellent group of Juniors to serve in this capacity 
and although the contribution made by them to the Freshmen can-
not be measured, it is truly great. We should be proud and for-
ever grateful to these young men for their unselfish service to the 
College and their fellow-students. 
"Thirdly, I should like to say a word in praise of our fraterni-
ties. This much maligned group has been subject to considerable 
criticism not only on the Trinity campus, but also on all the cam-
puses of ·the country. Much of the criticism has been just, some 
unjust. However, I was reasonably well satisfied with the conduct 
of our fraternities during the past year. An honest effort was made 
by the various groups to realize their stated objectives, scholarship 
was given serious attention by nearly every house and in general 
a reasonably high standard of behavior was in effect. 
"One of our objectives has been to display on the part of the 
fraternities a greater civic consciousness. This objective was reached 
last year when every Trinity fraternity undertook at least one major 
project of a civic nature. One fraternity raised approximately 
$1500 for the Heart Fund, others aided in benefit turkey shoots for 
the benefit of The Hartford Times Camp for underprivileged chil-
dren raising nearly a thousand dollars, all fraternities /articipated 
in the Red Cross blood program, one house adopte a Korean 
orphan and raised enough money to support the child for several 
years, still another sent one hundred percent of its membership in-
cluding its faculty adviser on a doorbell ringing stint to raise money 
for the Cancer Fund, many of the groups held Christmas parties 
for underprivileged youngsters and some did manual labor in settle-
ment houses. It is a pleasure to bring this remarkable record of 
the Trinity fraternities to your attention. . 
"In discussing fraternities I should be remiss if I failed to 
mention the birth of a new fraternity on the Trinity campus. Kappa 
Psi, a local fraternity formed about two years ago made such sound 
progress that the national fraternity of Phi Kappa Psi voted to grant 
the group a charter. Formal initiation of the members of the chap-
ter now numbering twenty-six was held on February 17, 1956. We 
e:,ctend a hearty welcome to Phi Kappa Psi. I am sure they will 
prove a valuable addition to the campus. 
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In conclusion I should like to pay special tribute to four or-
ganizations which made excellent contributions to the undergradu-
ate program. The Glee Club under the direction of Professor Oar-
ence H. Barber and the band directed by Mr. Willard B. Green both 
developed nicely during the year and give great promise for the 
future. The second joint concert given by the two groups last 
spring in Funston Court was enthusiastically received by the student 
body and will be, we hope, an annual event. 
"The Atheneum Society with Professor John Dando advising 
and the Jesters directed by Professor George Nichols both continued 
to provide worthwhile experience for many undergraduates. 
"In concluding this brief report I would like to again focus 
attention on the crucial need for a student center to provide ade-
quate facilities for the conduct of student affairs. I am aware this 
project ranks high in the development program and I urge that all 
possible effort be made to facilitate its construction - the need is 
urgent." 
GRADUATE STUDIES 
The following statement is submitted by Dean of Graduate 
Studies Robert M. Vogel: 
"During the 1955-56 academic year the Committee on Gradu-
ate Studies, in response to a request from President Jacobs, care-
fully examined Trmity' s program of graduate studies. The Com-
mittee recognized that there is in this community a pressing need for 
graduate study for men and women who must engage in study dur-
ing their leisure time. For thirty years Trinity has been offering 
graduate courses for such students, and during the last five years 
considerable attention has been given to the determination of the 
conditions under which this study can be most efficient ( in the 
broadest sense of that word) . 
"Under the chairmanship of Professor Donald L. Herdman 
the Committee met regularly throughout the year to review the Col-
lege's experience with graduate study. At the end of the year -they 
submitted to the President a lengthy report of their conclusions and 
recommendations. This report resulted directly in the expansion 
of two departments and there can be no doubt that the Committee's 
study will have other fundamental effects on both the graduate and 
undergraduate functions of the College, effects which will signifi-
cantly strengthen each function." 
DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIES AND PUBLICATIONS 
BIOLOGY (DR. J. WENDELL BURGER) 
With the restaffing of the department and the revision of course 
offerings, a good deal of planning has taken place both on methodology 
and on physical facilities. It is anticipated that next year this planning 
will improve many of our courses, especially the elementary ones. Our 
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curricular revision has provided a greater diversity of elective courses for 
both arts and science students. While we now are in a position to render 
effective service to those interested in some concentration in biology, we 
do not have an opportunity to make much of a cultural impact on the 
College as a whole. Natural science in general is in the paradoxical 
position of having an ever increasing influence on cultural and philoso-
phical problems, and yet being told that it is a narrow specialty which 
should be ignored. 
Two National Science Foundation Grants were made to members 
of the department. Dr. Van Stone received a three year award of about 
$7,400, and Dr. Zimrnering a two year award of about $4,300. This 
grant has permitted Dr. Van Stone to develop a good research labora-
tory; and will permit Dr .. Zimrnering to do the same. It is not inap-
propriate to note that these two men personally painted their own labora-
tories. Mr. Burger continued his research at the Mt. Desert Island Bio-
logical Laboratory. Dr. Van Stone directed short research problems 
for several seniors. Departmental seminars for undergraduates were held 
with the pur_eose of acquainting the undergraduates with the research 
work of the <lepartment. The undergraduate attendance was very satis-
factory. 
Below is a list of formal publications from the department: 
BURGER, J. WENDELL-Excretion in the lobster, Homarus, Anatomical 
Record 122: 460-1. 1955. 
HARRI?'.'lGTON, R. W. JR.-The osteocranium of the American cyprinid 
fish, N otropis bifrenatus, with an annotated synonymy of teleost skull 
bones. Copeia 1955: 267-290. 
VAN STONE, J. M.-The relationship between innervation and regenera-
tive capacity in hind limbs of Rana sylvatica. / ournal of Morphol-
ogy 97: 345-392. 1955. 
ZIMMERING, S.-A genetic study of segregation in a translocation hetero-
zygote in Drosophila. Genetics 40: 809-825. 1955: Non-random 
disjunction in the V' and Grape translocations in Drosophila. D.I.S. 
(Drosophila Information Service; not an official publication) 29: 
174. 1955; The effect of the Y chromosome and Y chromosome 
fragments on crossing over in the autosomes of Drosophila. D.I.S. 
29: 174-175. 1955. 
CooPER, K. W., Zimrnering, S. and Krivshenko, J.-Interchromosomal 
effects and segregation. Proceedings of National Academy of 
Science 41: 911-914. 1955; Notes to D.I.S. 
* * * 
CHEM Is TR y (DR. STERLING B. SMITH) 
The department was fortunate in obtaining the services of Dr. 
Edward Bobko to take over the courses formerly taught by Professor 
Krieble. No changes in the staff are contemplated for next year. 
Allowing full credit for Chemistry 101-102 to all B.A. candidates 
has resulted in doubling the enrollment in that course. 
This year all pre-medical and pre-dental students have been accepted 
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in medical or dental schools. Of seven senior Chemistry Majors, four 
have been elected to Phi Beta Kappa. Five of these men are going on for 
their Ph.D. in Chemistry, each having been accepted in several leading 
universities. One man returns here as a Master's candidate and the other 
enters industry. 
This year four men receive their Master's degree. Two of these will 
continue the study of Chemistry in pursuit of the Ph.D. degree, one enters 
the industrial field and one teaching. 
As to publications and scholarly activities, Professor Smellie is 
still working with Professor laMer of Columbia University on a research 
project for the Atomic Energy Commission. Dr. Worrall will spend this 
summer on a research grant from the National Science Foundation. Both 
Dr. Worrall and Dr. Gilpin have grants from Research Corporation. 
last July, I, together with John M. Shute, published in the /ournal 
of Chemical Education, an article entitled "Separation and Detec.tion of 
the Aluminum Ion in Quantitative Analysis." This may or may not have 
been included in your last report. 
Mr. Piotrowski and Mr. Toggenburger, graduate students in the de-
partment, presented papers on their research at the Connecticut Valley 
Student Conference held at Connecticut College this spring. 
The following were published by Dr. Smellie during the year: 
A Review of Physico-Chemical Calculations by Guggenheim and 
Prue in / ournal of Colloid Science, June 1956; 
Atomic Energy Report, N.Y.O. 7402 published by Oak Ridge Tech-
nical Service "Particle Size Distribution and Specific Surfaces of Phosphate 
Slimes". 
The department is concerned with the decreasing number of men 
majoring in Chemistry and hopes that sufficient scholarship money can 
be obtained to attract men to Trinity who would otherwise not be here. 
So far we have obtained a single grant for one thousand dollars from the 
Monsanto Chemical Corporation. 
* * * 
CLASSICS (MR. ALBERT MERRIMAN, Acting Chairman) 
Professor Notopoulos has been absent throughout the year, serving 
as visiting professor at Princeton, where he was in charge of the under-
graduate Humanities program and also conducted a graduate seminar on 
Homer. He also participated in two symposia in New York during the 
year. I was on leave, working at Harvard during the Christmas Term, 
and returned to the College in February. 
In the absence of Professor Notopoulos, Professor Louis H. Naylor 
served as acting chairman of the department for ·the Christmas Term. 
Thanks to the aid so splendidly furnished by Prof. Naylor, Dr. Goodwin 
B. Beach of Hartford, and Mr. Wallace E. Mcleod of the Harvard 
Graduate School, the department was able to offer its regular courses 
and carry out its normal program. 
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In the Christmas Term there were 58 students enrolled in the lan-
guages (22 in Greek and 36 in Latin), and 75 in the Classical Civilization 
courses. In the Trinity Term there were 49 students in the languages 
( 17 in Greek, 32 in Latin), and 86 in the courses in English. There were 
16 upperclassmen majoring in the Oassics (as compared with 10 in 1954-
55), of whom 4 seniors were graduated, one (Mr. Richard L. Fleming, 
'56) with honors in the Classics. 
* * * 
ECONOMICS (DR. LAWRENCE w. TOWLE) 
The addition of a sixth member to the Economics De_partment this 
year has made possible three desirable changes in the activities of the 
Department. First, it has made it possible to reduce the size of the sec-
tions in the senior seminar. Where formerly these ran as high as 18 or 
20, now they have been reduced to not more than 12. Second, a some-
what ambitious paper has been added to the r~uirements for the Eco-
nomics major. iliese papers require a substantial amount of personal 
supervision. Third, we have been able to offer a more adequate number 
ot graduate courses in the evening division, staffed by our own members. 
Inadequate man power had previously limi~ed our graduate offerings and 
necessitated, in some courses, relying upon teachers from the outside-
an expedient that has not always worked out too satisfactorily. 
Dr. Robert Rauner completed the work for his Ph.D. and received 
his degree in the spring, and his dissertation, on Samuel Bailey, is to be 
published by the London School of Economics. Professor Scheuch made 
a study of expenditures in Greater Hartford by the College and those 
associated therewith which has been used in the Development Program. 
Professor Tucker has been chosen from a list of several candidates to 
write an official history of building and loan associations in the State of 
Connecticut and has been working on the project for several months. 
Professor Towle's second edition of International Trade and Commercial 
Policy, originally published in 1947 by Harper & Brothers, came off the 
press in April. 
* * * 
E D U C A T I O N (DR. DONALD L. HERDMAN) 
The staff of the Department for the current academic year was as 
follows: 
Dr. Donald L. Herdman, Associate Professor and Chairman 
Dr. Richard K. Morris, Assistant Professor 
Dr. R. Daniel Chubbuck, Visiting Instructor 
The Department separated this year from a joint Education-Psychol-
ogy Department into a single office of its own. Its program continues 
to be two-fold: undergraduate and graduate. One of its basic functions is 
to prepa~e both levels of students. to meet state c~rti~cation re9.uirements 
for public secondary school teaching. The culmmatton of this prepara-
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tion is in the course in Student Teaching which is carried on with the co-
operation of neighboring school systems. Sixteen students enrolled in this 
course ( 8 undergraduates and 8 graduates), a small drop over the previous 
year's enrollment. 
Cooperating school systems 15 
Individual towns participating 11 
Visits by Trinity staff 91 
Mileage covered by staff 2083 
Total class enrollments in education courses for 1955-56 (not in-
cluding above) were: 
Instructor 
Dr. Herdman 
Dr. Morris 
Dr. Chubbuck 
Totals 
Undergraduates 
35 
41 
76 
Graduates 
59 
56 
15 
120 
Some of the professional activities of the two full-time members of 
the faculty are listed below: 
Professor Herdman: President, Trinity Chapter, American Association of 
University Professors; Professional Consultant, Watkinson School; 
Professional Consultant, Cady School, Long Lane Farm; Representa-
tive to New England Conference on Graduate Education; Representa-
tive to Conference on Current Educational Issues, Goddard College; 
Judge, Poetry Reading Contest, Hartford Public High School; 
Judge, Talent Contest, Newington Junior High School; Lecturer, 
Parent-Teacher Association, Valley Regional High School; Lecturer, 
Teaching Staff, Long Lane School. 
Professor MoN'is: Articles: "Schools of Our Time," Connecticut Teacher, 
May, 1956; "Philosophy of Education, A Quality of Its Own," Har-
vard Educational Review, Symposium, Vol. 26, 4: Summer Issue, 
1956; Address: "Culture of Early Man." Hartford Jewish Com-
munity Center, April 29, 1956; Chairman, Panel Discussion: "Aims 
of Education." Bloomfield (Conn.) PTA, April 16, 1956; Cliair-
man, Evaluation Team, Connecticut Council on Higher Education, 
for Fairfield University, April 17, 1956; Chairman, 1955-56, Teacher 
Recruitment Committee, Connecticut Council on Teacher Education; 
Member, WTIC-Alva Edison Scholarship Committee, 1956; At-
tended Regional Meeting, National Society of Philosophers of Edu-
cation, Fitchburg, Mass., Oct. 5, 1955; Book reviews in Hartfo,·d 
Courant. 
* * * 
E N G I N E E R I N G (PROFESSOR HAROLD J. LOCK:WOOD) 
Some of the highlights of Engineering Department doings: 
AssocIATE PROFESSOR WENDELL E. KRAFT-Scholarship Committee of 
Society of Naval Architects and Marine Engineers. Elected to Ameri-
can Society of Engineering Education. Passed Connecticut Prof es-
sional Engineers license. 
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PROFESSOR HAROLD J. LocKwoo~Article in Journal of Aviation En-
gineering on jet augmenters in test cells. Result of research here in 
Laboratory. Consultant for C. W. Lemmerman Co. and Hallden 
Machine Co. 
Ass1sTANT PROFESSOR AUGUST E. SAPEGA-Attended the American So-
ciety of Engineering Education annual convention at Iowa. On the 
Council of the Hartford Engineers' Qub. 
The staff did some research and test work for Fafnir Bearing Co. 
* * * 
ENGL Is H (DR. MORSE s. ALLEN) 
The Department of English has had an active year, offering twelve 
courses ( and half-courses) in literature, and nine in composition, speech, 
and dramatics. Of the 109 upperclassmen majoring in English, 31 were 
seniors, of whom one achieved honors in the subject, Mr. J. H. Brims. 
The Ruel Crompton Tuttle Prizes were awarded to Mr. F. T. Solmssen 
and Mr. B. H. Bunch, as the best and second-best scholars in the Depart-
ment from the Junior class. The course in Practice in Writing, intro-
duced last year for inexpert writers who feel the need of improving their 
skill, seems to have proved its worth. 
Dr. Richard P. Benton served zealously as coordinator of the thir-
teen sections of Freshman English and librarian of the course's loan-
collection of textbooks. He delivered a paper on "The Importance of 
Literature" before the meeting of Connecticut Groups of Teachers at the 
Bristol High School, and with Dr. James L. Potter attended the confer-
ence of the New England Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools 
at Wesleyan. 
Professor Kenneth W. Cameron made very full use of his year's 
leave of absence. He has completed the manuscript of a book, Emerson, 
Thorea11 and Concord in Early Newspapers and has almost completed a 
three-volume work, The TranscendentaJ.ists and Minerva on the intel-
lectual backgrounds of Emerson, Alcott, and Thoreau.* During this year 
Professor Cameron has been a founder of the Emerson Society and the 
Editor of its Quarterly, to which he has contributed 21 articles. He has 
edited James Russell Lowell's Undergraduate Verses: Rhymed Minutes of 
the Hasty Pudding Club. He edited four numbers of The Historiogapher 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut, one issue containing early let-
ters on Trinity College; made an annual report as Archivist to the Con-
vention of the Diocese of Connecticut; and was elected Vice-President of 
the 1st Province of the Associate Alumni of the General Theological 
Seminary, N. Y. Also, for seven months he was part-time priest in 
charge of the Church of the Good Shepard, Hartford. 
Professor Thurman Hood gave a lecture on Poetics and Form in 
Browning's Men and Women before the Boston Browning Society. A 
paper on certain literary sources of Keats's Ode on a Grecian Urn was 
announced in the Trinity Tripod. 
• Both are expected to appear in 19H. 
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Professor Samuel French Morse published a book of poems, The 
Scattered Causes (Alan Swallow, Denver, 1955). Poems by him have 
also appeared in The London Magazine, Poetry, Atlantic Monthly, Accent, 
and The N ew York Herald-Tribune; essays on Wallace Stevens (Boston 
University Studies in English) , and on Conrad Aiken (Poetry); and re-
views for The New York Times and The Hartford Courant. Professor 
Morse has been made Literary Advisor for the Estate of Wallace Stevens 
( including editing of posthumous volume to be published by Knopf in 
1957), and was Phi Beta Kappa poet at Tufts for 1956. 
Professor Daniel B. Risaon has carried out a successful experiment 
in the writing of Freshman term papers. Subjects were carefully se-
lected in conferences, on topics that might be of use in other college 
courses such as history, religion, and literature, and the papers were pre-
ceded by oral reports to interest and instruct the classes, an obligation 
the writers took very seriously. "Evidently the members of the first-
year class are much interested in deep religious and philosophical ques-
tions, perhaps more then than later." 
Professor Ralph M. Williams has completed his book on the life of 
John Dyer, which will probably appear in the autumn. He spoke at 
the Conference of the New England Reading Association at Swampscott 
in September, over WTIC for the Connecticut Citizens for Public Schools 
in November, and before the Friends of the Wethersfield Library, also 
in November. He is a member of the Research Committee of the Con-
necticut Association for Reading Research, the Program Committee of 
the Connecticut All-State Reading Conference, and the Publicity and Re-
search Committees of the New England Association of Teachers of Eng-
lish. A spelling workbook, Phonics for the Bad Speller, was multilithed 
for Professor Williams by the college, and he used it during the year for 
the special instruction of 90 students. He offered a special course each 
semester, meeting 20 times in four weeks, in the Improvement of Read-
ing, attended by 33 volunteer students; during the Trinity Term 50 stu-
dents for 347 periods have made use of The Reading Rate Controller, 
recently installed in the library, with excellent results. 
Professor John Dando has continued his weekly WTIC literary 
broadcasts Behind the Pages, and has given twenty similar broadcasts, 
Experience and Expression, on the NBC national radio network. He has 
lectured before the Wesleyan University Club on "Experimental Tech-
niques in Modern Literature," and at the Willimantic State Teachers' 
College on "The Sound of Literature." He spoke in the Trinity College 
Chapel on "Contemporary Literature - A Search for a Faith." The 
Athenaeum debaters, under his direction, as the climax of a highly suc-
cessful series of debates won four awards at the Eastern Forensic Con-
ference at Worcester, and Professor Dando was elected President of the 
Conference. 
Professor J. Bard McNulty worked closely with the Connecticut 
Public Expenditure Council on their publication Higher Education in Con-
necticut ... Whose Responsibility? which has had a very favorable re-
ception. He has continued to lecture to various groups on the American 
Language. His lecture, "American Ways and English Wayfarers," has 
elicited steady popular response. 
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Professor George E. Nichols III has been strikingly successful, 
despite meagre resources, in directing the Jesters in their productions of 
Shakespeare's M11ch Ado Abo11t Nothing in the Christmas Term, and 
Oscar Wilde's The Importance of Being Earnest, the Trinity Term. He 
has also served as guest director of two plays for The Oval in the Grove 
and one for The Mark Twain Masquers, and as Chairman of the Judges' 
Panel for the annual Associated Little Theatre play contest in May, 1956. 
Perhaps I should conclude by adding that I myself have endeavored 
to serve as conductor of the little Department orchestra--encouraging 
music, noiselessly. 
* * * 
FINE ART s (PROFESSOR JOHN C. E. TAYLOR) 
During the academic year 1955-56 the Fine Arts Department col-
laborated with the Departments of English, German, and Romance Lan-
guages in presenting an exhibition of art and literature of the romantic 
period. The exhibition was in the Conference Room of the Library. 
The Fine Arts Department also presented an exhibition of drawings 
and paintings by members of the Department and, after that, a student 
exhioit. Each of these was also in the Conference Room. 
Activities of individual members of the Fine Arts Department were 
as follows: 
John C. E. T aylo, - Member of the Council, Connecticut Academy 
of Fine Arts; WCCC radio program with the President and Secretary of 
the Conn. Academy; WGTH-TV: Took part in this station's Spirit of 
America program; had pictures in various exhibitions. 
Mitchel N. Pappas - Continued work on a mural painting for the 
Church of St. George, New Britain, Conn.; had pictures in various exhibi-
tions. 
Charles B. Ferg11son - Did a mural painting for Williston Acad-
emy, Easthampton, Mass.; Member of the jury of selection, Conn. Acad-
emy of Fine Arts, for its annual exhibition; had pictures in various ex-
hibitions. 
* * * G E O L O G Y (DR. RANDOLPH w. CHAPMAN) 
The following information about the work and activities of the De-
partment of Geology for the academic year 1955-56 is submitted: 
1. The research and publications of the Faculty of the Department 
are shown on the attached sheet. 
2. Mr. St. Jean attended the annual meetings of the Geological 
Society of America in New Orleans in November, 1955, and participated 
in the presentation of two papers. 
3. Mr. St. Jean received a grant-in-aid of $850 from the Geological 
Society of America to pursue his studies of the Stromatoporoidea in Ger-
many and the United States. 
4. The Department was presented with about $50 worth of cores, 
well cuttings, oil samples, etc., by the Gulf and Shell oil companies. 
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5. Much needed courses in Field Geology and Glacial Geology have 
been added to the Geology curriculum. 
6. Regular, organized field trips are now being given for all sec-
tions of the beginning geology course and for several of the advanced 
courses. 
7. A new classroom-laboratory, Room 07, has been added to the 
Department in Boardman Hall. 
8. A display has been set up by Gordon Bates in the entrance to 
Boardman Hall showing the influence of geology on the development of 
civilization. · 
9. In the Museum much of the geological material has been cleaned 
and rearranged and several new exhibits have been set up. 
10. Additional books and periodicals for the geology section of the 
Library, and equipment for the Department are being procured as fast as 
the budgets will permit. · 
Research and publications of the faculty and geology: 
Joseph St. /ean, /r. - Galloway, J. J., and J. St. Jean, Jr., 1955, 
Middle Devonian Stromatoporoidea from Indiana (Abstract) ; Bull. Geol. 
Soc. America, vol. 66, p. 1562. (Read by l· St. Jean before the annual 
meeting of the Geol. Soc. America, New Or eans, La., November, 1955). 
Galloway, J. J., and J. St. Jean, Jr., 1955, Structure and dassifica-
tion of the genera of the Stromatoporoidea (Abstract); Bull. Geo/. Soc. 
America, vol. 66, p. 1563. (Reacf by J. J. Galloway before the annual 
meeting of the Geol. Soc. America, New Orleans, La., November, 1955). 
Galloway, J. J., and J. St. Jean, Jr., 1956. A Bibliography of the 
Order Stromatoporidea, /ournal Paleontology, vol. 30, P,P· 170-185. 
St. Jean, J. Jr., A Middle Pennsylvanian foramimferal fauna from 
Dubois County, Indiana. Accepted for publication as a bulletin of the 
Indiana Geological Survey, Indiana Department of Conservation. 
Award of $850 made in April, 1956, by the Geological Society of 
America for a systematic study and morphologic comparison of Middle 
Devonian Stromatoporoidea from Southern Ontario and the Eifel region 
in Germany. 
Randolph W. Chapman - An intensive 4-year study of the "Petrol-
ogy, Geochemistry, and Uranium Content of the Boulder Batholith, Mon-
tana", has just been completed. This study was made for the United 
States Geological Survey on behalf of the Atomic Energy Commission. 
The 160 page manuscript, accompanied by 2 maps, 49 plates, 100 figures, 
and 5 3 tables, is being submittea for publication as a Geological Survey 
Professional Paper. 
* * * 
GOVERNMENT (DR. VERNON L. FERWERDA) 
For the reorganized Department of Government, the academic year 
1955-56 was a successful one. The expansion of the department resulting 
from the appointment of Rex Neaverson as Instructor in Government 
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made it possible to expand the offerings in the field of international rela-
tions, in both the undergraduate and graduate divisions. At the end of 
the year the department was further strengthened by the appointment of 
Robbins Gates, who will take over the upper level courses in American 
Government. This will make it possible for Mr. Neaverson to develop 
the third area within the subject field, political theory and comparative 
government, initially in the senior seminar. All three members of the 
department will collaborate on the introductory year course in modern 
gcwernment. 
Rex Neaverson has continued work on his doctoral thesis, with the 
expectation that its completion in the summer of 1956 will allow time 
for further work on a text in government with Professor Charles Cher-
ington at Harvard. · 
Vernon Ferwerda has continued research in the field of international 
organization. His doctoral thesis on "The United Nations Role in the 
Maintenance of Peace" was condensed for use as a chapter in a survey 
text by Weinberg and Shabat, "Society and Man", published by Prentice-
Hall in 1956. At the end of June he proceeds to Europe for work on 
NATO and other regional organizations in Paris, Strasbourg, and Luxem-
bourg. He will then go to Oxford University to participate in a Seminar 
on Problems of International Organization with scholars from all of the 
other NA TO countries. · 
* * * HISTORY (DR. D. G. BRINTON THOMPSON) 
I think this has been a year of accomplishment for the Department 
individually and collectively. You will find appended a record of the 
scholarly and public activities of each member of the Department. As 
you know history was the largest major and the whole staff worked hard 
to make the program a success. 
In extracurricular activities, in the College, I believe the Depart-
ment's participation was outstanding. During the Convocation Norton 
Downs was indefatigable and was generally accorded merited credit for 
his work. George Cooper has been involved in important college activi-
ties throughout the year down to the alumni seminar held during the 
Commencement weekend. 
On the various committees of the faculty the Department has worked 
hard. Norton Downs as chairman of the Entertainment Committee and 
George Cooper on the Joint Committee on Educational Policy handled 
with distinction difficult assignments. Three of the history faculty were 
vitally interested members of the ad hoc Committee on Religion. Eugene 
Davis as new president of Pi Gamma Mu and secretary of the A.A.U.P. 
has given much of himself. 
Finally, whatever of success the Committee on the Curriculum, of 
which I was chairman, has achieved owes much to Robert Black, its con-
scientious secretary. As captain of a team in the drive for funds I had 
George Cooper and Norton Downs as valuable members of a good team. 
I have undoubtedly overlooked much of the work of my associates 
in the Department but I know the students could add a great deal to the 
record of devotion of these men. We will miss the fine character of 
Philip Kintner. 
30 
Scholarly and public activities of Department members: 
Philip C. F. Bankwitz - Speaking engagements: "France, Germany 
and the Russian Problem" for the B' nai B' rith Society of Greater Hart-
ford, Oct. 16, 1955 ( cancelled because of flash floods); "Russia looks at 
Geneva" for the Newington Library Association, Oct. 25, 1955; "Evolu-
tion ou Revolution?: dix ans depuis la Liberation" for the French Study 
Group of Greater Hartford, Dec. 2, 1955. 
Publications: Review - for the /ournal of Modern History of Mar-
guerite Perrot, La Monnaie et l' opinion publique en France et en Angle-
terre 1924/ 1936 (Paris, 1955), in a forthcoming number; Review for 
the Hartford Courant of John Snell et al., The Meaning of Ya/ta, (Baton 
Rouge, 1956), June 10, 1956; Completion of manuscript "Weygand 
and Modern France" for publication by the Princeton University Press. 
Miscellaneous: Election to the Society for French Historical Studies, 
Philadelphia, Pa., Jan. 1956; selection as a specialist in current French 
military and political affairs to the Conference on Modern France given 
by the World Peace Foundation at Brandeis University, June 14-17, 1956. 
Robert C. Black - Four Book Reviews: 2 in Hartford Courant, l in 
Miss. Valley Hist. Rev. (not yet published), and 1 in /ournal of Eco-
nomic History ( not yet publishea) ; Contribution to proposed Allan 
Nevins Festschrift (publication date unknown, but deadline for Mss. was 
June 1, 1956); Vain attempts at research in re. John Winthrop, Jr. 
George B. Cooper - "Edward Porritt: Hartford's British Historian", 
in Trinity Library Gazette (No. 3) April, 1956; Reviews in Hartford 
Courant,· Faculty Lecture, Parents' Day, 1955; Alumni Seminar, Com-
mencement, 1956. 
Eugene W. Davis - Paper read to Annual Meeting of American 
Philological Association, Chicago, Dec. 30, 1956 - "The Senatorial Re-
action under Severvs Alexander". 
Norton Downs - "A Brief Survey of Medieval Titles in the Wat-
kinson Library", April 3, 1956, pp. 10-17; Board Member: Hartford 
Foreign Policy Association and Mark Twain Memorial Library; Corpora-
tor: Junior School; Research continued on "History of Medieval Europe" 
on contract with D. Van Nostrand & Co.; Attended meeting Medieval 
Academy of America, April, 1956; Preliminary discussions on "Source-
book for Medieval History" with Macmillan & Co. 
D. G. Brinton Thompson - Gateway to a Nation, a history of the 
Middle Atlantic States and their influence on the nation. Published Feb. 
1956 by Richard R. Smith Inc., Rindge, N.H.; 
"The Middle Atlantic States in American History" in the Annual 
Proceedings of the Middle States Council for the Social Studies, Vol. 52.; 
Book review for Conn. Hist. Society ( not yet published) ; Discourse on 
Communism before Conn. Valley Naval Intelligence Reserve Unit, Feb. 
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14, 1956; Sermon in Trinity Chapel, Sunday, March 4, 1956; Television 
appearance, WGTH-TV, channel 18, talk on the Middle Atlantic States, 
May 17, 1956; Vice President Finch College Board of Trustees; Junior 
Warden, St. Saviour's Episcopal Church, Bar Harbor, Maine. 
* * * 
M A T H E M A T I C S (DR. HAROLD W. DoRWART) 
During the year 1955-1956, members of the Mathematics Department 
spent a considerable amount of time considering the present and pro-
posed mathematics and science requirements for B.A. candidates. The 
modification of the present requirement that was passed by the Faculty 
was one that had earlier been suggested to the Curriculum Committee by 
the Mathematics Department. 
Six members of the Oass of 1956 comrleted majors in Mathematics. 
Two of these are going to graduate schoo (one on a National Science 
Foundation Fellowship), two are starting actuarial careers, and the other 
two are entering military service. 
The Mathematics Department sustained a great loss in February 
when Associate Professor Edwin N. Nilson, a Trinity graduate and a 
Harvard Ph. D., left the College to become a project engineer at United 
Aircraft Corporation in East Hartford. 
Associate Professor Walter J. Klimczak published a paper entitled 
"The solution of linear equations and equalities" in the November, 1955, 
issue of The Mathematics Teacher. Dr. Klimczak has been given an Air 
Force contract for research work to be done at Trinity during the sum-
mers of 1956 and 1957. 
Messrs. R. C. Stewart and E. F. Whittlesey continue to work on their 
Ph. D. dissertations. 
Professor Dorwart will attend an Institute of Mathematics at Williams 
College from July 2 to August 11. 
* * * 
PH IL OS OP HY {DR. HARRY T. COSTELLO) 
In 1955-56 the Department of Philosophy had the highest number 
of majors enrolled in its history, over 25, which is a record seldom 
matched by other colleges of similar type. 
Members of the Department attended the American Philosophical 
Association convention, Boston University, December, 1955. 
The Trinity Philosophy Club had a very active year. Meetings were 
well attended and discussion was good, with high interest and enthusiasm, 
and all was organized by the initiative of the students themselves. The 
speakers included Professor Wal ton of St. Joseph's College, Professor 
Susanne Langer of Connecticut College, and Professor Brand Blanshard 
of Yale. 
The Philosophy Qub joined the Connecticut Philosophy Association, 
a students' Philosophy organization, comprising Wesleyan, Connecticut 
College, University of Connecticut, and Trinity. At two meetings Trinity 
students contributed to the papers read, and at the third Trinity was the 
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host. The topics were, "The Aesthetic Symbol," "Literal and Figurative 
Symbols in Religion," and "Verification of Ethical Judgments." 
In the work of the Department, Professor Means carried on his re-
search in the foundations of Ethics by instituting a joint Seminar with 
Professor Kurtz. The experiment was very successful, and the students 
who were members of the Seminar found themselves spontaneously doing 
graduate grade work in reports and the give and take of advanced phil• 
osophical discussion, under the stimulus of the professors• discussions. 
Outside the regular work, Professor Means delivered a talk before 
the West Hartford Jewish Temple, on "The Book of Job." Professor 
Kurtz gave "The Christian in Philosophy," in a charel series. Professor 
Harry T. Costello gave the Phi Beta Kappa lecture o the year on March 
8, subject "The Liberal Arts," and it was printed in full by the Tripod on 
May 17, 1956. 
Professor Costello retired after forty-four years of teaching philos• 
ophy, thirty-six of them at Trinity as Brownell Professor of Philosophy. 
He was given many citations and scrolls at Commencement, "collecting 
more scrolls than the Dead Sea." He also became a lifetime Associate of 
the national Society of Phi Beta Kappa. 
"The Harry T. Costello Philosophy Book Fund" was established, with 
four hundred donors, to endow purchases of books in philosophy for the 
College Library. 
Professor Costello ·published two studies honoring the 100th anni• 
versary of the birth of his old teacher, Josiah Royce of Harvard, both 
in The /ournal of Philosophy, "Recollections of Royce's Seminar on Com-
parative Methodology" (Feb. 2, 1956), and "Royce's Encyclopedia 
Articles'" (April 26). 
Professor Kurtz published the following articles and reviews: 
"Naturalistic Ethics and the Open Question" in / ournal of Philosophy, 
Vol. LIi, No. 5, {1955 ), Pp. 113-128; "Review of Bahm's Philosophy: 
An Introduction," in Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, Vol. 
XV, No. 1, Pp. 130-31; "Review of M. C. Swabey's The /udgment of 
History", the same, Vol. XVI, No. 2 (1955); "Review of Maurice 
Mandelbaum's The Phenomenology of Moral Experience," the same, Vol. 
XVI, No. 4 {1956); ''The Christian in Phifosophy" Trinity Chapel 
Series: "The Christian in the Academic Community"; 
Accepted for publication and forthcoming: . 
"Human Nature, Homeostasis, and Value," article to appear in Philos• 
ophy and Phenomenological Research, 20 pages (1956). 
"D. Daicbes Raphael's 'Moral Judgment'," article-review to appear 
in Ethics, {1956), 5 pages. 
"Rule-Making," article to appear in f ournal of Philosophy, 15 pages. 
* * * 
PHYSICS (DR. F. WOODBRIDGE CoNSTANT) 
The outstanding news from the Physics Department is that during 
the past semester three of our staff members acquired new graduate 
degrees. 
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Robert F. Kingsbury had his thesis accepted, passed his final exam-
ination, and was awarded a Ph. D. degree l,y the University of 
Pennsylvania in February. In condensed form, his thesis was published 
in the Physical Review of September 15, 1955, under the title "Oscillator 
Strengths for Transitions Between 2p33p and 2p33s in Oxygen 1, Includ-
ing Configuration Interaction". He is continuing to work on a related 
problem. 
William L. Trousdale made several trips to Rutgers to complete the 
experimental work for his thesis. This accomplished, he submitted his 
thesis and had it accepted. He then passed his final examination and was 
recently awarded a Ph.D. degree by Rutgers University. His thesis is en• 
titled "Paramagnetic Resonance Saturation Effects in the One Centimenter 
Range. Low Temperature Studies on Cesium-Chromium Alum." 
Allyn J. Washington was recently granted an Sc.M. degree by Brown 
University. He wrote his thesis on "An Experimental Design for Measur-
ing Acoustic Attenuation Due to Scattering by Turbulence." 
The conventional general Physics course starts with mechanics, that 
branch of Physics which students generally find most difficult. As an inno-
vation, we are, in physics 101-102 and 121-122, now commencing with 
optics and then taking up mechanics The results have been favorable; this 
June there were only 6 failures out of the 64 in Physics 102. Prof. Kings-
bury and Mr. Grace wrote up and had mimeographed some sixty pages of 
material on optics; this bridged the gap formed by using a textbook writ-
ten for the conventional type of course. 
My own activities included lecturing to various groups on the "Peace-
time Uses of Atomic Energy" and working on the second volume of my 
Theoretical Physics. 68 pages on thermodynamics were mimeographed and 
distributed to the students for use in Physics 302. I hope to finish the 
work on this book during the summer. 
* * * 
PSYCH O LO G Y (DR. ANDREW H. SoUERWINE) 
I am pleased to submit herewith a report of the activities of the 
Department of Psychology for the academic year 1955-1956. 
Of major significance are two events which occurred this past year: 
1. For the first time in the history of the College, the psycholo&r 
staff is composed of three full-time psychologists. The addition of a third 
man to the staff has provided a unity and clarity to both our undergradu-
ate and graduate programs which was not possible under the previous 
plan of hiring part-time instructors. It has also allowed more concen-
tration on specialties within the department, which ultimately provides a 
better brand of teaching and research. 
2. By action of the Board of Trustees at its Spring meeting, psychol-
ogy became a separate unit, split off from the heretofore Department of 
Education and Psychology. This, too, is a "first" in the history of the 
College and suggests Trinity's awareness of the increasing importance of 
psychology in the curriculum. 
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Within this framework, the Department has made significant strides 
forward. This year has seen the organization of the Psychology Oub, 
under the counsel of Dr. Robert D. Meade. Open to any student who has 
an interest in psychology, with active membership available for those 
students who are now taking a second course in psychology, the club has, 
after a short year of existence, 24 active members and 4 associate members. 
Highlights of the Club's activities were talks by two visiting psychologists, 
Dr. Rickers-Ovsiankina of the University of Connecticut and Dr. David 
McClelland of Harvard University. Plans are now being made by the Club 
to have an exhibition of psychological equipment and phenomena on 
Parents Day in the Fall. 
Along these same lines, recently positive steps have been taken to 
establish a chapter of Psi Chi, the national honorary society in psychology, 
at Trinity. Founded in New Haven in 1929, the organization now has 106 
chapters throughout the United States. It is hoped that the installation 
date here at Trinity will be early 1957. 
Except in our graduate classes which have shown considerable vari-
ability, enrollment in psychology classes has remained approximately the 
same. There are some indications,, from pre-registration figures, that there 
will be a slight increase next year. Encouraging, too, is the fact that, of 
those registering for courses next year, a considerably larger number than 
heretofore are expressing an interest in majoring in psychology. This 
increase probably stems from several sources: (1) the increase in aware-
ness of the role that psychology is playing in our society, ( 2) the addition 
of a third man to the department which adds strength and breadth to the 
course offerings, and ( 3) an apparent increase in esprit de corps among 
the students in our classes. 
This last factor may not be overlooked in accounting for some of the 
accomplishments of the past year. The ex.Perimental psychology class, for 
example, has completed two things of maJor significance: {1) it produced 
a group research project, the findings from which were reported by a 
member of the class to the annual joint meeting of the Connecticut State 
Psychological Society and the Connecticut Valley Association of Psycholo-
gists, and ( 2) it produced at least three projects worthy of continued re-
search and eventual publication. In addition, a member of the abnormal 
psychology class, in cooperation with Dr. Kingsbury of the Physics 
Department, constructed an electronic timing device that will have con-
tinuing invaluable use in the department, and a student in the social 
psychology class completed a short but interesting study on differences 
between off- and on-campus students at Trinity. Likewise, this summer 
a graduate student will be making needed revisions for efficiency in our 
animal laboratory. 
The work of the members of the staff has been most encouraging. At 
the end of this report, separate activities of each of the members are 
listed. It is interesting to note here, however, that all three members of 
the department were on the program of the annual meeting of the Eastern 
Psychological Association meetings in Atlantic City in March, 1956. On 
April 15, 1956, the department presented a panel discussion on "Bridey 
Murphy - Fact or Fancy?" over radio station WCCC as a part of the 
station's Capitol City Conference series. 
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In conclusion, the department is greatly interested in the contri-
butions it can make to Trinity life. This year it has submitted a plan 
to the administration for the organization and development of psychologi-
cal services to Trinity students. While the department is at present provid-
ing a limited amount of such services on a somewhat informal basis, it is 
hoped that some provisions can be made for a more formalized approach 
to the problem. 
It is our belief, too, that much can be accomplished by working co-
operatively with the Admissions Office and the Freshmen Advisory 
Council. Studies done in the department over the past several years suggest 
that much can ·be done in evaluating our present selection instruments and 
the psychological tests presently administered to all members of the enter-
ing class. We suggest that some long-term research program be developed 
along these lines as soon as it is possible and practical to do so. 
Publications and other schofarly activity of the members of the 
Department follow: 
Andrew H. Souerwine - Publications: "A Technique in Teaching 
Abnormal Psychology", American Psychologist, in press; "F &ale Re-
sponses of Parents and Sons", /. Personality, in press; Review of "The 
Great Mother, An Analysis of the Archtype" by Erich Neumann, pre-
pared for The Hartford Courant, 1956. 
Professional Meetings: "Personality Characteristics of Conformers 
and Non-Conformers as revealed by an Investigation of the Self-Concept", 
(with E. A. Goding of University of North Carolina) presented at 
Eastern Psychological Association, Atlantic City, New Jersey, March, 
1956; Chairman, Session on prepared papers in general psychology, joint 
meeting of the Connecticut State Psychological Society and the Connecticut 
Valley Association of Psychologists, May, 1956; Elected, vice-president, 
Connecticut Valley Association of Psychologists, January 1956. 
Community Activities of a professional nature: October, 1955 -
"Living with One's Self" - National Conference of Christians and Jews, 
annual adult course in the psychology of Human Relations; October, 
1955 - "Aspects of Human Relations" - Thomas Hooker dub, Hart-
ford; November, 1955 - "Some observations concerning human rela-
tions" - Suburban Woman's Club, West Hartford; February, 1956 -
Moderator and Discussant, panel discussion on child problems with Drs. 
Goldstein and Winship, Quaker Lane Nursery &hool; April, 1956 -
"Conformity Behavior and Personality" - Hillyer College Psychology 
dub; April, 1956 - "Our Perceptual World", Center Church Couples 
Club, Hartford; May, 1956 - "Who Forms Our Opinions", New Canaan 
Council of Church Women. 
Other Professional Activities: Associate Consultant; George Fry & 
Associates, Management Consultants, New York; Associate, The Personnel 
Laboratory, New York, and Chicago. 
0. W. l.Acy - Publications: A Rorschach study of eminent American 
composers (with D. J. Nash, Middlebury College) - in preparation; 
"Frustration" and later audiogenic seizures in rats (with R. D. Marks 
and C. G. Suter, University of Virginia) - in press; Place learning 
based on compound discrimination of drive and perceptual cues - in 
preparation. 
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Papers read: Eastern Psychological Association, Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, March 1956: On , the effect of cue consistency in place learning 
based on compound discriminations; Connecticut State Psychological 
Society, Storrs, Connecticut, May, 1956: Audiogenic seizure incidence in 
rats presumed to be frustrated; 
Meetings Attended: Connecticut Valley Association of Psychologists, 
October, December, February, and April; State Psychological Society, New 
Haven (December), New London (April). 
Other Professional Activities: Research Consultant, Neurology Re-
search Laboratory and Seizure Control Clinic, University of Virginia 
Hospital. 
Robert D. Meade - Publications: Physiological and Psychological 
Effects of Gun Blast with Special Reference to Recoilless Rifles. Phila-
delphia: Frankford Arsenal Report R1283; Human Engineering Aspects 
of Recoilless Rifle Design 1: M18 and T66 Series. Philadelphia: Frank-
ford Arsenal Report R1289; A Human Engineering Check List, 1: Visual 
Factors in Equipment Design. Philadelphia: Institute For Research in 
Human Relations; Time Perception as affected by Motivational Level, 
Goal Distance, and Rate of Progress. Ph.D. dissertation, University of 
Pennsylvania, 1956. 
Papers Read: The effect of task and ego-orientation on the saturation 
of an activity. Eastern Psychological Association, March, 1956, Atlantic 
City, New Jersey. 
Other Professional Meetings: Connecticut Valley Association of 
Psychologists, October, December, February, and April. 
Community Activities of a Professional nature: The use of hypnotism 
as an anesthetic in dentistry. Hartford Dental Association, January, 1956; 
Stereotypes and Prejudice. National Conference on Christian and Jews, 
February, 1956. 
* * * 
RELIGION (DR. EDMUND LAB. CHERB0NNIER) 
In its first year, the Department of Religion has sought primarily 
to feel its way into the life of the College, in order finally to devise 
a program which will meet the needs and further the policies of a Trinity 
eaucation. Courses in religion have been modified where necessary, and 
will in fact remain flexible until they have been satisfactorily integrated 
into the curriculum as a whole. 
By far the largest has been the course entitled "The Judaeo-Christian 
Sources of Western Culture", designed primarily to fulfill the requirement 
in cultural heritage for freshmen and sophomores. It seeks to dispel 
common misunderstandings about . what "religion" really is, and to show 
how, even when called by some other name, religion influences the devel-
opment both of the individual and of the society in which he lives. In 
particular, it analyzes what is distinctive in the biblical or Judaeo-
Christian, religion; examines the contribution of this tradition to Western 
civilization; and inquires whether it can shed any light upon the perplexi-
ties and dislocations of modern times. 
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The course in Far Eastern religions appears to serve a useful purpose 
in acquainting students with the Oriental outlook on life. Its effectiveness 
is increased by the library's Moore collection of books on the Far East, 
which is among the finest in the country. 
The one obvious deficiency at present is the lack of a course in the 
Bible, the main obstacle being the size of the department. Since all the 
present offerings, except for the large freshman course, are already limited 
to one term, and since the sole member of the department has taught 
fifteen hours a week during the past year, the introduction of such a 
course would scarcely be feasible without an enlargement of the depart-
ment. The addition of a biblical scholar would be advantageous in several 
other ways as well. It would enable the department to participate in the 
evening program of graduate courses. It would permit the expansion of 
some of the present courses from one to two terms, which in some cases 
is a preprequisite to thorough work. And finally, it would release the 
department to undertake unusual or experimental courses, possibly in 
. cooperation with other departments, such as religion and science, religion 
and~ art, religious interpretations of history, religious issues in great litera-
tlue, and so forth. 
One further question of departmental policy awaits eventual resolu-
tion. At present, there is no logical progression of courses from 
introductory to more advanced levels. That 1s, none of the courses requires 
as a prerequisite more than one previous half-course in religion. This 
means that no very intensive work is currently offered. There have, how-
ever, been several students capable of doing creative work of high quality. 
It has been possible this year to encourage these students to the limit of 
their capacity, but only at the cost of cohesion within a given class. Time 
will tell how this problem should be solved. That it exists at all is one 
of the stimulating aspects of the academic climate at Trinity. 
Departmental activities and publications during the past year include: 
Puolications: Hardness of Heart; New York: Doubleday, 1955; 
.. Biblical vs. Mystical Symbolism", in The Christian Scholar, Vol. 
XXXIX, No. 1, March, 1956. 
Activities: Speaking engagements at Union Theological Seminary, 
the New York Cathedral; the Middlebury College Conference on Symbol-
ism. 
Chairman, Conference on Teaching Religion in Colleges, sponsored 
by the National Council on Religion in Higher Education, at Ohio Wes-
leyan University, June 12-15. 
* . * * 
ROM AN CE LANGUAGES (DR. LOUIS H. NAYLOR) 
It is my pleasant duty to report to you in my capacity of Chairman 
of the Department of Romance Languages on our work and activities 
during the academic year 195 5-1956. 
First of all, I want to stress the great joy and satisfaction which the 
entire staff of the Department has experienced for the generous grant 
made to us by the Cesare Barbieri Foundation of New York City for the 
furtherance and expansion of Italian studies at Trinity College. One of 
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the stipulations of the grant is that we shall bring to Trinity College 
from a recognized Italian University an Italian student fluent in English 
who will study here and will also help our students of Italian in their 
laboratory work and will make recordings on tape. We at Trinity have 
so many links with the University of Bologna that I am at present enlist-
ing the aid of the Rector of the University, Professor Felice Battaglia 
to find us a properly qualified student to come over for the academic 
year 1956-1957. 
It is a great source of satisfaction to announce the promotion of 
Michael R. Campo to the rank of Assistant Professor of Romance 
Languages and the appointment of two men as Instructors in Romance 
Languages; namely, Raul A. DelPiero who will receive his doctorate from 
the University of Buenos Aires this summer, and Jose Diaz, who will 
teach Spanish and also, during the Christmas term of 1956-1957, coach the 
Jesters. We shall miss Professor Alfred J. Wright, Jr. who has accepted 
a position at Bates College. Professor Walter D. Leavitt will devote part 
of his time during 1956-1957 to the teaching of elementary Russian, which 
is not of course a Romance Language, but which he is eminently qualified 
to teach. 
The Department is very gratified that the Faculty approved a Seminar 
in French and a Seminar in Spanish required of students majoring in 
Romance Languages. The adoption of such courses brings the require-
ments for a major in Romance Languages in line with requirements for 
majors in other departments. 
During the academic year, 1955-1956, honors courses were offered in 
Spanish by Professor Andrian and in French by Professor Naylor. 
Professor Waterman devoted much time and effort arranging the 
French items of the exhibit on Romanticism held in the Library at the 
time of the Convocation. 
Members of the Department attended the following meetings of 
learned and professional societies: 
Professor Naylor attended the meeting of the Modern Language Associ-
ation in Chicago in December. Professors Andrian, Naylor, Waterman, and 
Wright attended the Joint Meeting of the New England Modern 
Language Association and the American Association of Teachers of 
French held at Loomis Institute in May. At the latter meeting Professor 
Naylor was chairman of the Italian section and Professor Andrian was 
chairman of the Spanish section. Professor Andrian was named a director 
of the New England Modern Language Association for three years. 
I am pleased to have been made a member of the Dante Society of 
America and I attended the formal meeting of the Society in Cambridge 
in May. 
I am very happy to announce that Mr. Albert Gastmann has been 
elected President of the Hartford group of the Alliance Francaise for 
1956-1957, which is a great honor, following his loyal service as 
Treasurer of the group during 1955-1956. 
Three graduates of Trinity in the Gass of 1956, who majored in 
Romance Languages deserve our commendation in this report. Mr. Ronald 
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A. Richardson has been awarded a Fulbright Fellowship for a year's study 
in France. He will spend the first semester at the University of Lyons and 
the second at the Sorbonne. 
Mr. Gerald J. Flood was awarded the W. H. Russell Fellowship, 
1956-1958, and also First Prize of the two annual Ferguson French 
prizes. He will do graduate work in Romance Languages and Education 
at The Johns Hopkins University. 
Mr. Roger Martin was graduated with Honors in French as were also 
Messrs. Flood and Richardson. 
In addition to my own half-course in Historical Linguistics, which is 
repeated each term, we were extremely fortunate in having a half-course 
in Descriptive Linguistics taught each term by H. Allan Gleason, Associate 
Professor of Linguistics at the Hartford Seminary Foundation. 
In community activities, Professor Waterman was Chairman for 
Glastonbury of the Cerebral Palsy Campaign for 1956. 
All of which is respectfully submitted 
~w.wr 
Dean and Vice President 
August, 1956 
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